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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 
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Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text35: We are currently investigating, engineering, and devising implementation plans to retro-commission over 1.3 million square feet of campus buildings.  In addition, we have and are performing lighting and sensoring changes which are estimated to save over 500 kW per year.
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	Text37: Approximately 28%.  UConn Dining Services is the largest purchaser of locally grown produce in the State of Connecticut, purchasing from over 30 local farms and spending $500,000 a year on locally grown food. We maintain our own apiary at a UConn farm for honey that is served in our dining halls.
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	Text39: UConn serves USDA-certified organic sugar, rice, and organic produce in our dining halls.  We also serve hormone- and antibiotic-free meat and dairy products and fair trade organic coffee regularly.
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	Text45: There is a 1-acre veg. garden run by the EcoGarden club, using some organic methods, and shelled eggs (some cage free) are produced by our ag. dept. UConn Dairy’s ice cream is sold and UConn's apiary yields ~1800 lbs/year. We are opening a student-run organic farm (~1 acre) in summer 2010.
	Text46: UConn offers the following environmental majors: Environmental Science (9 different concentrations across 9 academic departments, including chemistry, geosciences and geography), Agricultural & Resource Economics, Natural Resources & the Environment, Environmental Engineering, Ecology & Evolutionary Biology, Marine Sciences, and Coastal Studies.  Several students have individualized majors in Environmental Policy/Studies.  The Provost recently appointed a committee to develop a new B.A. degree program in Environmental Studies and further implement the environmental component of the new Academic Plan, which lists the Environment as one of three Focused Areas of Excellence.
	Text47: ARE 4444 (Economics of Energy & the Environment); CE 2310 (Env. Engineering Fundamentals); CE 2010 (Civil and Env. Engineering Professional Issues Seminar); CE 3300 (Env. Engineering Laboratory); ENVE 3230 (Intro to Air Pollution); ENVE 3250 (Intro to Biochemical Engineering); ENVE 3260 (Intro to Env. Rate Processes); ECE 4211 (Semiconductor Devices & Nanostructures); ECE 4225 (Fundamentals of Electron Device); ECE 4242 (Micro/Opto-electronic Devices and Circuits Fabrication)  
	Text48: UConn also offers a number of environmental courses that can be taken as related credits, listed on the Ecohusky website (http://www.ecohusky.uconn.edu/courses.html).
	Text49: • Amvrossios Bagtzoglou: Fulbright Scholarship, NATO scholarship, US Representative to the Nuclear Energy Agency of OECD • Manos Anagnostou: CAREER award- Geosciences program of Nat'l Science Foundation • Robin Chazdon: President’s Medal, British Ecological Society, the Fulbright Scholarship, Provost’s Award for Excellence in Research • Dan Civco: Amer. Society for Photogrammetry & Remote Sensing Merit Award • Richard Parnas: Fulbright Scholarship, Pioneering Nanotechnology Competition Certificate of High Merit • Wendy Glenn: Fulbright Scholarship • Lanbo Liu: Fulbright Scholarship • Johann Gogarten: Fulbright Scholarship • Larry Goodheart: Fulbright
	Text50: Office of Env. Policy (env. compliance & sustainability) • Biofuels Consortium (biofuels research) • Center for Clean Energy Engineering (research- clean and efficient energy systems) • Center for Env. Sciences & Engr. (multidisciplinary research) • Center for Conservation & Biodiversity • Center for Land Use Education & Research • Sea Grant Program • Center for Integrative Geosciences
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	Text53: 
	Text54: Several of UConn's purchasing policies address sustainability concerns: UConn's purchasing policies mandate that 1) all new appliances must be Energy-Star rated, 2) all cleaning supplies must be Green Seal approved 3) all fuel must be ultra-low sulfur content (mitigating acid rain), and 4) all paper must be minimum 30% recycled content.  The OEP provides a list of preferred vehicles to purchase based on fuel efficiency standards and EPA fuele conomy ratings.Further, our Sustainable Design & Construction Policy sets LEED Silver as a minimum performance standard for new construction and major renovation projects, and typically requires the purchase of low- or no-VOC paints, sealants and coatings, and recycled content and locally-manufactured construction materials and building furnishings, such as casework, ceiling/acoustical tiles, flooring and structural steel. 
	Text55: 100
	Text56: Yes. Our second page letterhead paper and our colored papers are FSC certified and our offset papers are SFI (Sustainable Forestry Initiative) certified.
	Text57: All new appliances purchased must be Energy-Star certified.
	Text58: We do not have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste.
	Text59: For the past several years, UConn’s policy is that all new appliances purchased by the University must be Energy Star-rated. The default settings for these products typically have energy-saving features enabled.  UConn's Sustainable Offices Guidelines (http://www.ecohusky.uconn.edu/Guidelines2010.docx) provide instructions for employees to active such features in older equipment and appliances.
	Text60: The University of Connecticut runs a fleet of 20 shuttle buses on 6 different shuttle bus lines, at no charge to the users, around campus and the surrounding area.  The shuttle buses operate from 6:45am-12:00am daily.  There is also a free apartment shuttle that runs between campus and the local, off-campus apartment complexes.  Guard dogs, a volunteer shuttle service, provides rides within a short distance from campus for students on weekend nights.  In addition, UConn provides an escort service which facilitates transportation within two miles of campus.  
	Text61: UConn administrators recently allotted funding to install more outdoor bike racks on campus.  A partnership between the OEP, ResLife, Undergraduate Student Government, and the campus library is working to establish a bike-share program on campus.  In 2005, UConn engineering students developed a Campus Bicycle Plan, which was incorporated by reference in the most recent Campus Master Plan update (2006).
	Text62: UConn owns and operates a fleet of buses and offers free shuttle bus service, for all members of the UConn community, to points on and around campus.  Also, the more urban town of Willimantic is a short distance away and there is a shuttle service provided by Windham Region Transit District that is available for off-campus travel. The Human Resource Department offers a carpool service for staff and faculty.  A Climate Action Task Force workgroup recommended additional incentives to encourage earth-friendly transportation practices at the University.  These recommendations have been included in the University’s final draft Climate Action Plan. (http://www.ecohusky.uconn.edu/pcc/climateactionplan.html)
	Text63: 25
	Text64: 
	Text65: 92
	Text66: 
	Text67: 19.5
	Text68: Of the solid waste not recycling, only approximately 5% ends up in a landfill.  The remainder is sent to a resource recovery/waste-to-energy facility.
	Text69: Our goal is to provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans and this occurs in the majority of campus.  There are outdoor recycling bins coupled with trash in high-traffic areas outdoors.  New single-stream capable recycling containers will be widely placed outdoors around campus during summer 2010.
	Text70: In Fall 2009, new recycling bins were placed throughout the Rentschler Field stadium and the tailgating areas during UConn football games. Patrons were encouraged to recycle in the stadium and to bag their bottles and cans in separate plastic bags as they tailgate.  Similar outreach occurs at UConn basketball games at Gampel Pavilion and the XL Center.  University Catering is required to bring recycling bins to all events using recyclable materials.
	Text71: A small percentage of food waste is composted at our Floriculture building and by the EcoGarden club.  Collection is done by students in these organizations.  A new $1 million agricultural waste compost facility will be operational in April/May 2010.  The facility will be covered to prevent leachate.
	Text72: UConn participates in the waste reduction division of Recyclemania each year and our Sustainable Design and Construction Policy requires that we recycle approximately 90% of the construction/demolition debris on all construction projects.  There is also a state-mandated requirement for recycling.
	Text73: At the end of each semester, UConn's Give & Go program stations bins, monitored by volunteers, at various dormitory complexes around campus. Instead of simply throwing away any gently used items, students can donate them to local non-profit organizations and town agencies.(http://www.ecohusky.uconn.edu/GiveandGo.html).  In its inaugural year (2009), Give & Go collected and donated over 9000 lbs. of materials including clothing, non-perishable foods, cleaning supplies, furniture, personal hygiene items, and school supplies.
	Text74: The environment is one of only three "focused areas of excellence" in UConn's Academic Plan which will guide the University's academic activities through 2014.  UConn has an Environmental Policy Statement (http://www.ecohusky.uconn.edu/policystate.html) with six principles of campus sustainability.  The East Campus Plan for Conservation & Development (http://www.masterplan.uconn.edu/images/ecampus_web.pdf), was written to address environmental concerns associated with campus growth.  There is a landscaping master plan currently in draft form with environmental sensitivity as an integral component.  The University Climate Action Plan has been submitted to President Hogan for approval and a Renewable Energy Strategic Plan is currently out to bid.
	Text75: UConn has a full-time director (50% sustainability), a portion of a full-time admin. coordinator, part-time sustainability coordinator & six student interns dedicated to overseeing sustainability initiatives.  The Environmental Policy Advisory Council, (~ 30 members- faculty, staff &students) is also advisory to the President & Provost.  EPAC has active workgroups incl. Recycling and Env. Literacy.
	Text76: Yes, in March 2008, UConn President Michael J. Hogan signed the American College and University Presidents Climate Commitment. A climate action task force has been established and a final draft of the University's climate plan was completed in August. (http://www.ecohusky.uconn.edu/pcc/climateactionplan.html)
	Text77: Yes, we have conducted a GHG emissions audit for the main campus since 2004. UConn has GHG information from 1996-present, all of which is entered into the CA-CP Carbon Calculator.  The installation of the Co-generation plant in 2006 has drastically changed the make-up of our greenhouse-gas profile, making UConn directly responsible for roughly 80% of our emissions. (http://www.ecohusky.uconn.edu/pcc/ghginventory.html)
	Text78: Because we have been increasingly more rigorous with our GHG inventory for purposes of the ACUPCC, we are now counting certain scope 3 emissions which has led to the apparent expansion of our carbon footprint.  This is a reflection of a more comprehensive inventorying process, not an actual increase in emissions.
	Text79: Information on the school’s endowment fund is available to trustees, senior administrators, and select members of the school community, as well as to the public in accordance with open records laws. 
	Text80: The UConn Foundation has an Investment Committee to which environmental concerns can be raised.UConn’s Director of Environmental Policy made a presentation to this committee in 2009 about campus sustainability policies and initiatives at UConn, and was joined by a guest speaker to discuss environmentally sustainable endowment practices with them. The Foundation also has a fund manager exploring and advising the investment committee about sustainable environmental and energy investment opportunities.
	Text81: UConn is currently exploring investment in renewable energy funds. Also “Green” themed and climate change related investment opportunities are currently being reviewed.  See above for further details.
	Text82: We have many student leaders on campus including our six Environmental Policy interns who lead many outreach programs on campus each year including the Earth Day Spring Fling, Recyclemania, wasted energy audits, Be Heard! environmental advocacy coffeehouses, sneaker recycling and Give & Go.  Our ConnPIRG student chapter works on the state level and over the past year, they have focused on supporting a bill that will dramatically increase the use of solar power in the state while creating thousands of new green jobs.  We have a Goldwater scholar currently researching monk parakeets and another Goldwater nominee studying stranded seals on the coastline.  Each year, we have several Udall nominees as well.
	Text83: The University is an active participant in Recyclemania.  RecycleMania is 10-week-long intercollegiate recycling competition, as well as a tool for college recycling programs to promote waste reduction on campus.  For the past four years, we have held a water & energy conservation contest in the residence halls ("EcoMadness").  The winning dorms this year reduced their energy consumption by 13% and water by 14%.
	Text84: UConn owns 2400 acres of undeveloped open space near its main campus, which it maintains as open space.  This land is used for hiking, fishing, forest research or grazing/crops. In addition to the 64-acre Hillside Environmental Education Park on our North Campus (http://www.ecohusky.uconn.edu/HEEP.htm), we have set aside 800 acres of UConn-owned forest and farmland on our East Campus as either preservation area (no building) or conservation area.  You can find a copy of our East Campus Plan of Conservation and Development at the following website: http://www.masterplan.uconn.edu/images/ecampus_web.pdf.
	Text85: UConn is mandated by state law to use only Green-Seal certified cleaning products.  We do not have a formal indoor-air quality policy though Environmental Health & Safety has a well-developed indoor air quality program.  They regularly conduct IAQ investigations and provide recommended response actions. There are requirements for maintaining good IAQ during construction, service, and maintenance activities outlined in the Contractor EH&S Manual (http://fas.uconn.edu/Contractor_EHS_Manual.pdf)
	Text86: Many departments offer field-based courses including: Ecology & Evolutionary Biology (African Field Ecology, Entomology, Seasonal Botany, Ornithology) and Geosciences (Spring Field Trip, Field Geology).  The UConn Outdoors program leads outdoor sport trips (hiking, kayaking, mountain biking, and more) around New England and nationally.  Community Outreach regularly hosts Community Service Days and Alternative Break trips with an environmental service component.  The EcoHouse learning community offers outdoor and nature-based programs for its student several times a semester.  There are also many student environmental clubs that host activities each semester.
	Text87: • Continued lighting upgrades, sensoring, and retro-commissioning projects at more than 20 buildings.• Expansion of electric, steam, and chilled water metering to enable conservation initiatives.• Appointment of Provosts' Committee to develop an Environmental Studies, BA program.• Opening of the EcoHouse living & learning community in Fall '09.• Construction of an agricultural waste composting facility to recycle ~3000 tons of organic waste/year.• Installation of two porous parking lots (one porous concrete, one permeable asphalt).• Release of the University Climate Action Plan.• "Green Game Days" at 3 athletic stadiums/arenas for football & basketball. 
	Text88: • In 2005, UConn contracted with Haley & Aldrich, Inc., an engineering company specializing in environmental consulting, to review UConn's existing recycling program, conduct waste audits and propose new systems where needed.  As a result, we rolled out a revitalized program in 2007, including new bins with restricted lids, labels, posters, and a new pick up schedule, all of which raised recycling volumes nearly 30% over prior years. • Towards the end of the Spring semester, the OEP works with Residential Life, the Division of Athletics, the Student Athletic Advisory Council (SAAC), the EcoHusky Student Group and Willimantic Waste Co. to collect unwanted sneakers from members of the campus and local community.  Collection bins are placed at accessible locations throughout campus. At the conclusion of each spring semester, the sneakers are donated by Willimantic Waste to the Nike Reuse-A-Shoe Program to be converted to new surfaces such as running tracks and playgrounds. Last year, we collected 5,000 lbs. of sneakers.  For the past several years, this collection has been displayed as “Mount Sneaker” during the annual Earth Day celebration. (http://www.ecohusky.uconn.edu/earthday.htm)• Last spring, the University expanded its move out program, which was conducted at select dormitories, by initiating a campus-wide Give & Go program that collected reusable goods from students as they moved out for the summer.  Give & Go 2009 collected 9000 lbs. of materials that were donated to 20 different local town agencies and non-profit organizations.  Materials collected included furniture, appliances, rugs, non-perishable foods, clothing, shoes, and linens. http://www.ecohusky.uconn.edu/GiveandGo.html• The Edwin Way Teale lecture series has been available free to the public at UConn since 1995.  The Lecture Series is designed to bring a variety of distinguished speakers to the University to speak on various aspects of nature and the environment.  The Teale Lecture Series received the Joshua's Trust Conservation Award in recognition of Outstanding Conservation Efforts in 2007.• UConn has initiated an E-Waste recycling program: Students, faculty and staff, are able to recycle all personal E-waste.  Partnering with Think Recycle, each collection raises money for the Campus Sustainability Fund, through a special rebate program, allowing students, faculty, and staff to help support future green initiatives and continued progress here at UConn.•  All departments and offices at UConn have the option of participating in the Sustainable Offices Program, a mini-consulting service offered by the UConn Office of Environmental Policy.  Each participant receives an individualized set of recommendations for "greening" their infrastructure and operations and support from the Office of Environmental Policy to enact these changes. (http://www.ecohusky.uconn.edu/SOG.html)


